
Search Terms and Strategy  
 
We conducted searches in Pubmed, Embase, Web of Science, and PsycINFO 
databases on December 21st, 2018. 
 
Pubmed 
 
1) (("Circumcision, Female"[Mesh] OR Circumcisions, Female OR Female Circumcisions 
OR Female Circumcision OR Infibulation OR Infibulations OR Clitoridectomy OR 
Clitoridectomies OR Clitorectomy OR Clitorectomies OR Genital Mutilation, Female 
OR female genital mutilation OR female genital cutting OR FGM/C)) AND ("Mental 
Health"[Mesh] OR mental health)  
 
2) (("Circumcision, Female"[Mesh] OR Circumcisions, Female OR Female Circumcisions 
OR Female Circumcision OR Infibulation OR Infibulations OR Clitoridectomy OR 
Clitoridectomies OR Clitorectomy OR Clitorectomies OR Genital Mutilation, Female 
OR female genital mutilation OR female genital cutting OR FGM/C)) AND ("Stress 
Disorders, Post-Traumatic"[Mesh] OR PTSD OR Stress Disorder, Post Traumatic OR 
Neuroses, Posttraumatic OR Posttraumatic Neuroses OR Posttraumatic Stress Disorders 
OR Posttraumatic Stress Disorder OR Stress Disorder, Posttraumatic OR Stress 
Disorders, Posttraumatic OR Neuroses, Post-Traumatic OR Neuroses, Post Traumatic 
OR Post-Traumatic Neuroses OR Post-Traumatic Stress Disorders OR Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorders OR Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder OR Stress Disorder, Post-Traumatic 
OR Moral Injury OR Injury, Moral OR Moral Injuries OR Delayed Onset Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder OR Delayed Onset Post Traumatic Stress Disorder OR Acute Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder OR Acute Post Traumatic Stress Disorder OR Chronic Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder OR Chronic Post Traumatic Stress Disorder) 
 
3) (("Circumcision, Female"[Mesh] OR Circumcisions, Female OR Female Circumcisions 
OR Female Circumcision OR Infibulation OR Infibulations OR Clitoridectomy OR 
Clitoridectomies OR Clitorectomy OR Clitorectomies OR Genital Mutilation, Female 
OR female genital mutilation OR female genital cutting OR FGM/C)) AND 
("Anxiety"[Mesh] OR Hypervigilance OR Nervousness) 
 
4) (("Circumcision, Female"[Mesh] OR Circumcisions, Female OR Female Circumcisions 
OR Female Circumcision OR Infibulation OR Infibulations OR Clitoridectomy OR 
Clitoridectomies OR Clitorectomy OR Clitorectomies OR Genital Mutilation, Female 
OR female genital mutilation OR female genital cutting OR FGM/C)) AND 
("Depression"[Mesh] OR Depressions OR Depressive Symptoms OR Depressive 



Symptom OR Symptom, Depressive OR Symptoms, Depressive OR Emotional 
Depression OR Depression, Emotional OR Depressions, Emotional OR Emotional 
Depressions) 
 
 
Embase 
1) (‘Female genital mutilation’/exp OR ‘fgm/c’ OR ‘circumcised woman’ OR 
‘circumcision, female’ OR ‘female circumcision’ OR ‘female genital circumcision’ OR 
‘female genital cutting’ OR ‘female genital mutilation’ OR ‘ritual female genital 
surgery’.) AND ('depression'/exp OR 'central depression' OR 'clinical 
depression' OR 'depression' OR 'depressive disease' OR 'depressive 
disorder' OR 'depressive episode' OR 'depressive illness' OR 'depressive personality 
disorder' OR 'depressive state' OR 'depressive symptom' OR 'depressive 
syndrome' OR 'mental depression' OR 'parental depression') 
 
2) (‘Female genital mutilation’/exp OR ‘fgm/c’ OR ‘circumcised woman’ OR 
‘circumcision, female’ OR ‘female circumcision’ OR ‘female genital circumcision’ OR 
‘female genital cutting’ OR ‘female genital mutilation’ OR ‘ritual female genital 
surgery’.) AND ('posttraumatic stress disorder'/exp OR 'ptsd' OR 'ptsd (posttraumatic 
stress disorder)' OR 'combat disorders' OR 'combat fatigue' OR 'combat 
stress' OR 'post-traumatic stress' OR 'post-traumatic stress disorder' OR 'posttraumatic 
neurosis' OR 'posttraumatic psychic syndrome' OR 'posttraumatic 
psychosis' OR 'posttraumatic stress' OR 'posttraumatic stress 
disorder' OR 'posttraumatic syndrome' OR 'psychosis, posttraumatic' OR 'stress 
disorders, post-traumatic' OR 'stress disorders, traumatic' OR 'stress, 
posttraumatic' OR 'trauma and stressor related disorders' OR 'traumatic 
stress' OR 'traumatic stress disorder' OR 'war neurosis') 
 
3) (‘Female genital mutilation’/exp OR ‘fgm/c’ OR ‘circumcised woman’ OR 
‘circumcision, female’ OR ‘female circumcision’ OR ‘female genital circumcision’ OR 
‘female genital cutting’ OR ‘female genital mutilation’ OR ‘ritual female genital 
surgery’.) AND ('mental health'/exp OR 'condition, mental' OR 'health, mental' OR 
'mental care' OR 'mental condition' OR 'mental factor' OR 'mental health' OR 'mental 
help' OR 'mental service' OR 'mental state' OR 'mental status' OR 'mental status 
schedule' OR 'psychic health') 
 
4) (‘Female genital mutilation’/exp OR ‘fgm/c’ OR ‘circumcised woman’ OR 
‘circumcision, female’ OR ‘female circumcision’ OR ‘female genital circumcision’ OR 



‘female genital cutting’ OR ‘female genital mutilation’ OR ‘ritual female genital 
surgery’.) AND (‘anxiety’/exp OR ‘anxiety’) 
 

Web of Science 

1) TS=(Circumcision, Female OR Circumcisions, Female OR Female Circumcisions OR 
Female Circumcision OR Infibulation OR Infibulations OR Clitoridectomy OR 
Clitoridectomies OR Clitorectomy OR Clitorectomies OR Genital Mutilation, Female 
OR female genital mutilation OR female genital cutting OR FGM/C) AND TS=anxiety* 

2) TS=(Circumcision, Female OR Circumcisions, Female OR Female Circumcisions OR 
Female Circumcision OR Infibulation OR Infibulations OR Clitoridectomy OR 
Clitoridectomies OR Clitorectomy OR Clitorectomies OR Genital Mutilation, Female 
OR female genital mutilation OR female genital cutting OR FGM/C) AND (TS=PTSD 
OR TS=post traumatic stress disord* OR TS= post-traumatic stress disord*) 

3) TS=(Circumcision, Female OR Circumcisions, Female OR Female Circumcisions OR 
Female Circumcision OR Infibulation OR Infibulations OR Clitoridectomy OR 
Clitoridectomies OR Clitorectomy OR Clitorectomies OR Genital Mutilation, Female 
OR female genital mutilation OR female genital cutting OR FGM/C) AND 
TS=depression 

4) TS=(Circumcision, Female OR Circumcisions, Female OR Female Circumcisions OR 
Female Circumcision OR Infibulation OR Infibulations OR Clitoridectomy OR 
Clitoridectomies OR Clitorectomy OR Clitorectomies OR Genital Mutilation, Female 
OR female genital mutilation OR female genital cutting OR FGM/C) AND TS=mental 
health 

 

PsycINFO 

Query: DE "Circumcision" Expanders - Apply related words; Also search within the full 
text of the articles.  Narrow by SubjectGender: - female Search modes - 
Boolean/Phrase  

 

 


